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1.  MAIN OBJECTIVE

The main objective of this course is to prepare you to read, write, speak and understand English with a certain ease.  In order to pass this course you will need to meet the minimum standards set by the Quebec Ministry of Education for reading, speaking, writing, and listening in English.

If you fail to reach the minimum standard in any one of the standards, you will have to repeat the course.

LISTENING COMPREHENSION

Restate, in English, the main ideas of an authentic oral message of about two minutes.


a.  You may hear the message twice.


b.  You may take notes while you listen.

READING COMPREHENSION

Restate, in English, the main and supporting ideas of a general interest text of about 750 words, and recognize the logical sequence of the basic elements.

SPOKEN EXPRESSION

Speak clearly and coherently in English.  You must use at least 15 sentences of medium complexity.  You must participate in a dialogue with the following guidelines:

a.  formulate ten questions that must be intelligible, pertinent and grammatically correct most of the 

     time.


b.  use at least three verb tenses.


c.  use at least three commonly used modals.


d.  use a variety of question words.

WRITTEN EXPRESSION

Communicate, in writing, a clear and coherent message of about 300 words.

The text must:


a.  use at least three verb tenses conjugated correctly, three of which are compound sentences.


b.  have a satisfactory application of grammatical rules.


c.  have correct use of basic punctuation.


d.  have no more that one error for every fifteen (15) words.  

2.  CONTENT AND METHODOLOGY

You will achieve the minimum standards by actively participating in the following activities:

LISTENING COMPREHENSION

You will listen to audiotapes, videotapes, and oral (student/teacher) presentations that contain a linear development of ideas, normal pronunciation and intonation, and sentences of average complexity. 

Your goal will be to practice finding the main ideas.  You will learn to ask and assimilate the answers to who, what, where, when, why, and how questions.  You can take notes during the listening exercises.

READING COMPREHENSION

You will read documents, in class and at home, from a variety of sources.  You will practice finding the main and supporting ideas.  You will learn new vocabulary through the use of context clues and dictionary consultation.

SPOKEN EXPRESSION

You will take part in guided discussions and activities in pairs and groups to practice summarizing and question/answer formation.  Activities could be role-playing, group games, snap debates, presentations, giving directions, lab work, and the like.

WRITTEN EXPRESSION

You will produce a clear and coherent 300-word text on a familiar subject.  You will practice writing English paragraphs and essays both in class and at home.

LAB WORK

You will visit the language lab for a total of 10 visits outside of class time.  Labs must be completed in the week that they are assigned and a minimum of 30 minutes must be spent on each lab.  These visits will give you time to practice your listening and speaking skills.  

MONITORS AND TUTORS

Cegep Lionel-Groulx will have two English Language monitors available.  You may meet with a monitor during the semester to improve your speaking skills at your or the teacher's discretion outside of class time.

Tutors (A3 students) are available upon request through “Vie Étudiante.” Forms are available in D-026 for this free service.

. 

3.  EVALUATION

FINAL EXAM

In order to pass this course, you must achieve a total of at least 60% in your class work and pass a final competency exam that will test your abilities in listening, reading, writing, and speaking in English.  

Each skill will be evaluated separately and you must attain a certain level of competency in order to pass each exam.  However, if you fail in any one of the skills, you must take the course again.

A student must pass the class work before being permitted to write the final competency exams.

PRACTICE EXAMS

During the term you will have one practice exam, worth 20%.  Points will be issued as such: a pass for all 4 components is worth from 12/20 to 20/20; a pass of 3 of 4 components is worth 11/20; a pass of 2 of 4 components is worth 7/20, and a pass of 0 of 4 components is worth 0/20.  This exam can familiarize you with the methods of evaluation and demonstrate to you your weak points in order to improve before the end of the term.

CLASS WORK

All class work will be marked and graded on a scale of 100 points.  

For example:

     - A student who passes the final competency exam and has a class work mark of 78% will receive a mark of       

       78% for the course.

     - If a student fails the final competency exam, his or her final mark cannot be over 55%.

CLASSWORK BREAKDOWN  (Total 100%)

Language Labs……………...
20% (See A1 Mark Breakdown Sheet for specific due dates and assignments.)


Midterm Grammar Exam…….
15% (wk 6)

Final Grammar Exams………..
15% (wk 13)

Practice Exam………………...
20%
Listening (wk 6)     Reading (wk 6)
Writing (wk 7)    Speaking (wk 8)  


Writing and Homework…….
20%  (See A1 Mark Breakdown Sheet for specific due dates and assignments.)


Class participation…………..
10 %








The final exams will be held on the following weeks:

Listening (week 13)

Reading (week 13) 

Writing (week 14)  
Speaking (week 15)

4.  MATERIAL


TEXTS

- English Fast Forward 3, Barish & Thibaudeau, Prientice Hall Allyn & Bacon, Canada, 1999.

- You MUST HAVE a good standard English or English/French dictionary. (Le Robert & Collins, Webster’s are  

   suggestions)

5.  RULES
1) Attendance in class is mandatory.

If you miss more than 9 periods of class, you will not be allowed to take the official competency exams at  

the end of the semester and will automatically fail the course.  Any student who arrives late*, does not return after the break, sleeps in class, refuses to participate in an activity, does not attend the lab session, or leaves before class is dismissed will be marked absent for a minimum of ONE period of class.

Use of cell phones and headphones are prohibited.  Students will be asked to remove or shut off the item and, upon a second occurrence or refusal, the student will be asked to leave the class.

*Students who arrive late will have to wait in the hallway until the teacher opens the door to let them in.  Students have to understand that arriving late disrupts the class. 

2) The language of operation within the classroom is English.

You will make every effort possible to speak exclusively in English when you are in class.  The purpose is to give you every opportunity to practice the skills you will ultimately be tested on.

3) All assignments or texts must :   
be double-spaced.

   


     
be written with proper margins.




    
be written in black or blue ink.





     
have a word count at the end of the text.
4) Late work

Work handed in late will lose 10% per day after the due date unless the student speaks to the teacher at least one day before the due date, and then the student may receive a week extension without penalty.

             Students who miss exams will not automatically be able to take these exams at a later date.  

N.B.  
It is the student’s responsibility to find out what homework, assignments, and quizzes were given 

during a class that he or she missed, and missing a class is not a valid excuse for handing in work late.

When you miss a class, go to your teacher’s office (S-548) or call your teacher at 430-3120 ext. 373 before the next class to explain why you missed the class.  If you have a good excuse, your teacher will schedule an appointment so you can take the quiz or exams that you missed.

5) Plagiarism will result in a 0 for the assignment.  A repetition will result in a 0 for the course.

6.  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Please note the dates that correspond with the A1 Mark Breakdown Sheet.



M

T

W

Th

F

Week 1 –        Jan. 30
         Jan. 31
         Feb. 01
          Feb. 02
         Feb. 03

Week 2 –        Feb. 06
         Feb. 07
         Feb. 08
          Feb. 09
         Feb. 10

Week 3 –        Feb. 13
         Feb. 14
         Feb. 15
          Feb. 16
         Feb. 17

Week 4 –        Feb. 20
         Feb. 21
         Feb. 22
          Feb. 23
         Feb. 24

Week 5 –        Feb. 27
         Feb. 28
         Mar. 01
          Mar. 02
         Mar. 03

Week 6 –        Mar. 13
         Mar. 14
         Mar. 15
          Mar. 16
         Mar. 17

Week 7 –        Mar. 20
         Mar. 21
         Mar. 22
          Mar. 23
         Mar. 24

Week 8 –        Mar. 27
         Mar. 28
         Mar. 29
          Mar. 30
         Mar. 31

Week 9 –        Apr. 03
         Apr. 04
         Apr. 05
          Apr. 06
         Apr. 07

Week 10 –      Apr. 10
         Apr. 11
         Apr. 12
          Apr. 20
         Apr. 18

Week 11 –      Apr. 24
         Apr. 25
         Apr. 19
          Apr. 27
         Apr. 21

Week 12 –      May 01
         May 02
         Apr. 26
          May 04
         Apr. 28

Week 13 –      May 08
         May 09
         May 03
          May 11
         May 12

Week 14 –      May 15
         May 16
         May 10
          May 18
         May 19

Week 15 –      May 22
         May 23
         May 24
          May 25
         May 26

Good Luck!

