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1A.  MAIN OBJECTIVE

The goal of this course is to develop your abilities to use English in a professional setting.  You will practice communication skills centered on practical and technical matters related to your field of study or future career.  These activities are designed so that you may interact in the professional world, both increasing and sharing your knowledge with others working in your field.

 

1B.  SPECIFICS OF THE OBJECTIVE
In order to pass this course you will need to meet the minimum standards set by the Quebec Ministry of Education for reading, speaking, writing, and listening in English.

 

1C.  PASSING THE COURSE
To pass this course you must be able to do each of the following: 

1.   Summarize a written text of at least 1000 words using simple, compound and complex sentences, and transitional expressions.

 
2.  
Understand the implicit and explicit elements of an oral message of at least seven minutes.
 
3.   Write a 500-word text that:
uses correct grammar.
uses vocabulary that is correct and specific to your field of study.
uses appropriate form.
has no more than one error for every twenty (20) words.
 
4.    Speak clearly and coherently in English for nine minutes before an audience.  Your presentation must:
include correct syntax and lexicon.
have correct pronunciation, intonation and delivery.
use vocabulary specific to your field of study.
be rich in information.
be well prepared and presented.
 
2.  CONTENT AND METHODOLOGY

This course is primarily conducted with on-line sources.  This means that you will be responsible for completing several activities that are only accessible through the Internet.
 
WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT – You will develop a multi-paged personal website.  This website will integrate the writing assignments completed during the class as well as other information that will demonstrate to future employers that you are technologically capable of competing in today’s work world.  In order to achieve this, we will spend several classes in a computer lab and in the Modern Languages lab.  You will receive simple website development instruction in class time, however, time outside of class must be dedicated to this project. 

 
GRAMMAR - You will receive classroom instruction in grammar that is related to specific problems that appear in you writing assignments.  These are typically advanced topics such as the perfect tenses, conditionals, passive voice, gerunds, adjective clauses, modal auxiliaries, and punctuation.  You will also be responsible for completing on-line grammar activities related to these topics.  These will be recorded in a duo tang that must be submitted periodically.

 
READING - You will read essays, reports and articles related to your field of study that you are responsible for providing from on-line or other media sources.  You will read, analyze and summarize these documents that will be used in other writing activities such as website development or exams.

 
WRITING - You will practice styles and formats (the MLA format) typical of academic writing.  You will also use special vocabulary and expressions commonly used in your field of study.  You will practice the proper stages of writing focusing on preparing an outline, writing thesis and topic statements as will as generating effective introductions, supporting paragraphs, transitions, conclusions and summaries.

SPEAKING - You will take part in guided speaking activities in round-table discussion with specific purposes designed to prepare you for the professional world that you will spend so much of your future in. You will practice cooperative techniques in meeting-like settings focusing on specific agendas as you would in a real working situation.  You will also be required to prepare two formal oral presentations.  

LISTENING - You will practice listening to audio or video documents and oral presentations.  You will learn to find implicit and explicit messages. 

 

CENTRE D'AIDE, MONITOR, AND TUTORS
Collège Lionel-Groulx has a Drop-In Help Center (L-304) with three computer terminals that provide English word processing.  Feel free to use those terminals when you are working on your website or when you need help with your compositions.  The Drop-In Help Center is run by teachers and advanced student so be sure to consult the timetable in order to get to most from your visits. It’s free and no appointments are necessary.

 

Tutors (advanced English students) are available upon request through  “Vie Étudiante.”  Forms are available in D-026 for this free service.

 

3.  EVALUATION
 
CLASS WORK 
A student must pass the class work before being permitted to write the final competency exams.

 
MARK BREAKDOWN  (Total 100%)

Duo Tang and Grammar…….….15% 
 
Final Grammar Exam…………..10% 
 
Website…………………………45% (This includes four written assignments)
 
Practice Exam……………….….20%   Listening   Reading   Writing   Speaking

 
Work Habits……………………15%







 

PRACTICE EXAMS

During the term you will have four practice exams of a total value of 20%.  The practice exams evaluate Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking.  Points will be issued as such: a pass for all 4 components is worth from 12/20 to 20/20; a pass of 3 of 4 components is worth 11/20; a pass of 2 of 4 components is worth 7/20, and a pass of 0 of 4 components is worth 0/20.  These exams can familiarize you with the methods of evaluation and demonstrate to you your weak points in order to improve before the end of the term.  It is still possible to pass the course even if you fail the practice exams.
 

THE FINAL EXAMS 
In order to pass this course, you must achieve a total of at least 60% in your class work and pass the final competency exams that will test your abilities in listening, reading, writing, and speaking in English.  Each skill will be evaluated and you must attain a certain level of competency in order to pass each exam.  Because of the competency-based nature of the course, they are pass or fail finals.  I have not assigned any points to these tests.  The final course result will be based on the marks accumulated in your class work.
 
For example:
A student who passes the final competency exams and has 78% in class work will receive a final course mark of 78%.
 
If a student fails the final competency exam, his or her final course mark cannot be over 55%.
 
4.  MATERIAL

You require the following:

- a three-hole duo tang (not the pocket type).  It must be the color that your group has been assigned.  Each group will be assigned a different colour. 

 

- a good standard English or English/French dictionary and a thesaurus. (Le Robert & Collins, Webster’s are suggestions.)

 

- copies of the documents that you find through your own research.


  

5.  RULES
1) Attendance in class is mandatory.

If you miss more than 9 periods of class, you will not be allowed to take the official competency exams at the end of the semester and will automatically fail the course.  Any student who arrives late*, does not return after the break, sleeps in class, refuses to participate in an activity, does not attend the lab session, or leaves before class is dismissed will be marked absent for a minimum of one (1) period of class.

 

The use of cell phones and headphones are prohibited.  Students will be asked to remove or shut off the item and, upon a second occurrence or refusal, the student will be asked to leave the class.

 

*Students who arrive late will have to wait in the hallway until the teacher opens the door to let them in.  Students have to understand that arriving late disrupts the class. 

 

2) The language of operation within the classroom is English.

You will make every effort possible to speak exclusively in English when you are in class.  The purpose is to give you every opportunity to practice the skills you will ultimately be tested on.

 

3) All assignments or texts must follow the MLA guidelines.

4) Late work

Work handed in late will lose 10% per day after the due date unless the student speaks to the teacher at least one day before the due date, and then the student may receive a week extension without penalty.

Students who miss exams will not automatically be able to take these exams at a later date.  

 

N.B.  
It is the student’s responsibility to find out what homework, assignments, and quizzes were given during a class that he or she missed, and missing a class is not a valid excuse for handing in work late.

 

When you miss a class, come to my office (S-548), send me an email message at holterp@clg.qc.ca or call me at 430-3120 ext. 373 before the next class to explain why you missed the class.  If you have a good excuse, I will schedule an appointment so you can take the quiz or exams that you missed.

 

5) Plagiarism will result in a 0 for the assignment.  A repetition will result in a 0 for the course.

 

6.  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Please note the dates that correspond with the B2 Mark Breakdown Sheet.

               M

   T

 W

  Th

  F

Week 1 –        Aug. 28         Aug. 29
         Aug. 30
          Aug. 31
         Sept. 01

Week 2 –        Sept. 11         Sept. 05
         Sept. 06
          Sept. 07
         Sept. 08

Week 3 –        Sept. 18         Sept. 12
         Sept. 13
          Sept. 14
         Sept. 15

Week 4 –        Sept. 25         Sept. 19
         Sept. 20
          Sept. 21
         Sept. 22

Week 5 –        Oct.  02         Sept. 26
         Sept. 27
          Sept. 28
         Sept. 29

Week 6 –        Oct.  10         Oct.  03
         Oct.  04
          Oct.  05
         Oct.  06

Week 7 –        Oct.  16         Oct.  17
         Oct.  11
          Oct.  12
         Oct.  13

Week 8 –        Oct.  23         Oct.  24
         Oct.  18
          Oct.  19
         Oct.  20

Week 9 –        Oct.  30         Oct.  31
         Oct.  25
          Oct.  26
         Oct.  27

Week 10 –      Nov. 06         Nov. 07
         Nov. 08
          Nov. 02
         Nov. 03

Week 11 –      Nov. 13         Nov. 14
         Nov. 15
          Nov. 09
         Nov. 10

Week 12 –      Nov. 20         Nov. 21
         Nov. 22
          Nov. 16
         Nov. 17

Week 13 –      Nov. 27         Nov. 28
         Nov. 29
          Nov. 23
         Nov. 24

Week 14 –      Dec. 04
         Dec. 05
         Dec. 06
          Nov. 30
         Dec. 08

Week 15 –      Dec. 11
         Dec. 12
         Dec. 14
          Dec. 07
         Dec. 15

Good Luck!
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