Reviewing a Show (Film or Television Program)

When you watch a movie or a television show, you normally tell your friends that the show is good or bad.  When reviewing a show, you must be able to give a more detailed explanation of what makes the show worth watching or not.

1. INTRODUCTION

Begin with an anecdote, background information or a description of a scene.  Write a clear thesis statement (a statement that identifies the subject of the essay) that contains the name of the show that you are reviewing, and give your opinion of the show.  Don’t give reasons for your opinion in your introduction because you will do that in your body paragraphs.

2. BODY PARAGRAPHS

Support your opinion about the show with three well-developed supporting details.  If you mention each of the following ideas, you will not be able to cover them in depth.  You will only scratch the surface of each.

a) ACTING  
      




b) PLOT OR STORY DEVELOPMENT

    - Are the actors convincing?


    - Look at the way the story is structured.
    

    - Have the actors done a better job in other roles?   - Look at how the story begins, the rising

    - Were the main actors well cast?


       action (conflicts?), the climax (the high point), 









       the conclusion.

c) MESSAGE




d) MUSIC

    - When analyzing message, ask yourself the
    - Some shows have musical soundtracks that 

       following questions:  What message did the
       are important to the show.  Explain why this is.

       writer want to convey or why was the 

       story written?  What does the show tell us 

       about human nature?

e) CHARACTERS




f) SETTING

- The actors portray characters on screen.            - All the stories are situated in time, place and

    - Are the characters realistic or interesting?            culture.  When or around which circumstances

    - Do the characters change during the show?
     does the story take place?

    - How do the characters add to the story?
  - Is there a social, economical or political context?

    - Do the character serve as the writer wanted?

g) SPECIAL EFFECTS



h) HUMOR

    - Why are the special effects important in this
    - Some shows have no message and very little

       show?  Are they done well?


      story, yet you remember them because they








      are funny. What kind of humor is used?  Why 








      does this brand of comedy work? 

i) COSTUMES




j) SCRIPT

   - Do the costumes add or take away from the 
   - Sometimes a show has great dialogues that add    

      credibility of the show?



   to it.  Others are very cliché and distract from the 

   - Do  they become like characters in the show?         show.  Mention what you notice in this area.

3)  CONCLUSION

Briefly restate your thesis or main point of the essay and your main reasons for your opinion, and end with a recommendation.  You could give the show a rating on a scale of one to ten or a similar score.

